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UKS2 Amazing Americas
Lesson 1: Continents, Countries and Cities 

Key Vocabulary 
Continent a continent is a large landmass usually made up 

of a number of countries.

The Americas A landmass of two continents.

Stem Sentence 

The Americas are made up of two separate continents, North America and South 
America.

WALT

K - To use an atlas to locate countries in North and South America
S – To identify the countries of North and South America

Lesson activity idea 

Use an atlas to identify the countries of North and South America.
Extension: Name the 50 states of America
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UKS2 Amazing Americas
Lesson 2: Location, Location

Key Vocabulary 
Longitude Longitude is measured by imaginary lines that run around the 

Earth vertically (up and down) and meet at the North and South 
Poles.

Latitude It is measured with 180 imaginary lines that form circles 
around the Earth east-west, parallel to the Equator.

Equator An imaginary line around the globe at latitude 0° north. The 
sun is directly above this line around 20th March and 23rd 
September

Tropic of Cancer Tropic of Cancer: an imaginary line around the globe at latitude 
24° north. The sun is directly above this line at the solstice 
around 21st June.

Tropic of 
Capricorn

The Tropic of Capricorn is one of the five major circles of 
latitude of a map of the Earth

Hemisphere One of the halves of the earth as divided by the equator

Stem Sentence 

The Americas cover a huge area of the globe, extending over several lines of latitude and longitude. 

WALT

K – Understand the physical geographical similarities and differences of two regions in America
S – I can use lines of longitude and latitude on a map

Lesson activity idea 
Compare and describe the key physical features of two places in America
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UKS2 Amazing Americas
Lesson 3: Weather and Climate

Key Vocabulary 
Weather Weather is the daily state of the atmosphere, or air, in 

any given place. 

Climate Climate is the average of weather conditions in an area 
over a long period.

Climate Zone A climate zone is an area that has its own distinct 
climate

Biome A region of the world with a similar climate

Stem Sentence 

The weather is a short term atmospheric condition whereas the climate is the 
weather of a specific region averaged over a long period of time.

WALT

K- Understand the physical geographical similarities and differences of  a region in America and where I live
S- Identify the significance of lines of longitude and latitude 

Lesson activity idea 

Task 1: Use ICT to research the climate of a region in America. 
Task 2: Decide what you would take in your suitcase to this region.
Task 3: Explain which place/climate you would choose to live in.
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UKS2 Amazing Americas
Lesson 4: Comparing Places

Key Vocabulary 
Human 
Geography

Something that is built by humans and would not have 
existed in nature without humans.

Physical 
Geography

Physical geography is the study of the Earth's natural 
features, such as mountains, rivers, deserts and oceans.

Death Valley Death Valley is a desert valley in Eastern California.

Stem Sentence 

Human and physical features are things that you can see all around 
you.

WALT

K - Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region 

of the United Kingdom.
S – Explain the differences between human and physical geographical features.

Lesson activity idea 
Research a region in North America and create a presentation about its human 
and physical geographical features.
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UKS2 Amazing Americas
Lesson 5: Wonders

Key Vocabulary 
Ancient 
Wonders

impressive monuments created in the ancient world 
that were regarded with awe.

Natural 
Wonders

an impressive natural site or monument that was 
not made by or altered by humans

Stem Sentence 

All but one of the  Seven Wonders of the Ancient World have been 
destroyed

WALT

K – Understand similarities and differences of human and physical geography.
S - I can use an atlas to locate the wonders of the world.

Lesson activity idea 

Design a wonder of the World including labels, location and a statement explaining why it is a 
wonder of the world
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UKS2 Amazing Americas
Lesson 6: Assessment 

WALT

I can show what I have learnt about America

Lesson activity idea 
Create a knowledge organiser that shows my understanding of America.
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